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WASHINGTON, D. C.

Dr. Arthur Ramos,
International House,
Berkeley, California.

Iy dear Dr, famos:

fach year the July number of the JOURNAL OF NEGRO
EDUCATLON--a quarterly review of problems incident to the education
of Negroes, edited and published at Howard University--is dewoted to
a comprehensive presentation of some particular problem or aspect of
the education of Negroes. This year the topic selected is: "Racial
"Hacial linorities and the Present International Crisis." (See
attached statement and tentative outline,)

VWie are very anxious to obtain the most authoritative dis-
cussion on this topic possible. <Thus we are inviting (and many have
accepted) such persons as President R.M.Hutchins of the University of
Chicago; Professors Holcombe and W. Y. Elliott of the Department of
Government Harvard University; Professor Louis Wirth of the University
of Chicago, Professor Harold Laski of the London School of Economics;
Dr. Lewis Hanke, Head of the Hispanic Foundation of the Library of
Congress, Washington,D.C.; Dr. Hu Shih, Ambassador in Washington from-:
China, Professors Rayford Logan and Hnlnh Bunche of Howard University;
and nthers of similar standing to contribute to this issue.

In consultation with Dr. lLewis Hanke of the Hispanic
Foundation in the Library of Congress at Washington, we have come to
the conclusion that you are the one person who could give us the type
of paper we desire for "Chapter XXII., The Negro in Brazil." I am,
therefore, writing to inquire whether or not you will conisent to write
this paper for us;with the possibility of presenting it in person at a

P
conference which we are contemplating for early in May,

Obviously, we leave to your expert judgment the questions
of scope and treatment of this topic. However, you might be interested
te know that in planning this chapter we had in mind that its purpose
would be threefold., We would like to have, first, a brief but compre-
hensive statement describing the present pnsltion of the Negro in Brazil
as a minority racial group--the extent to which he can and does partici-
pate in the political, social, and economic as wsll as cultural life of
Brazil; second, a .discussion of the possible effect which'a Hitler victory
in burn e mlght have on the present position of the Negro in Brazil; and ,third,
an indication of what the position of the Negro in Brazil would be,
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could be, and should be if Britain or the United States wins and
"democracy is saved for the world."

For your further information may I state that we expect the
length of each contribution to run arocund 15 double-spaced, typewritten
pages; however, not exceeding 25 pages. Also, we are requesting that the
manuscripts be in the hands of the Editor by May 15th if possible, but not
later than June lst. This time limit under extraordinary circumstances may
be stretched to June 1l5th.

Naturally, we appreciate the fact that your research and teaching
duties, as well as other commitments must tax your time and energy con-
siderably. But we hope that you share with us the conviction that this
topic is of tremendous importance, and will consent to make the contribution
for us.

Hoping that you will find it possible to accept our invitation,
and thanking you for an early reply, 1 am |

Sincerely yours,

H.o

s. H, Thomps
Enc. Editor
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